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from the Levant, and from want of precautions the plague
came also, lasted a long while, desolated the town, province,
and the neighbouring provinces. The care and -precautions
afterwards taken restrained it as much as possible, but did not
hinder it from lasting a long time, or from creating frightful
disorders. These details are so well known that they can be
dispensed with here.
I have a few more words to say of Law and of his Mississippi.
The bubble finally burst 9at the end of the year (1720).    Law,
who had no more resources, being obliged secretly to depart
from the realm, was sacrificed to the public.    His flight was
known only through the eldest son of Argenson, intendant at
Maubeuge, who had the stupidity to arrest him.    The courier
he despatched with the news was immediately sent back, with
a strong reprimand for not having deferred to the passport
with which Law had been furnished by the Eegent.    The
financier was with his son, and they both went to Brussels
where the Marquis de Pri4 governor of the Imperial Low
Countries, received them very well, and entertained them.  Law
did not stop long, gained Li£ge and Germany, where he offered
his talents to several princes, who all thanked him; nothing
more.   After having thus roamed, he passed through the Tyrol,
visited several Italian courts, not one of which would have
him, and at last retired to Venice.    This republic, however, did
not employ him.    His wife and daughter followed him some
time after.    I don't know what became of them or of the son.
Law was a Scotchman;  of very doubtful birth; tall  and
well made; of agreeable face and aspect; gallant, and on very
good terms with the ladies of all the countries he had travelled
in.    His wife was not his wife;  she was of a good English
family and well connected; had followed Law for love; had
had a son and daughter by him, passed for his wife, and bore
his name without being married to him.    This was suspected
towards the end ; after his departure it became certain.    She
had one eye and the top of one cheek covered by an ugly stain
as of wine; otherwise she was well made, proud, impertinent
in her conversation and in her manners, receiving compliments,

